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BBO Matches  today  (05/06/2017) 
 
09:00 - 11:00  
O 1 China vs New Zealand  
O 2 Japan vs Chinese Taipei  

   
 

To date the policy has been to 
try to showcase as many teams 
as possible on BBO. On the last 
day the most exciting matches 
are being shown, decided on a 
round by round basis. So, to 
begin today‘s online viewing, 
two matches from the Open. It 
will be a fabulously exciting day! 

IMPORTANT: Youth pairs  
 
Youth Pairs must check 
pages 14 -15 to see if their 
entry has been registered for 
the Pairs.  

Important notice about 
getting to Gimpo airport on 
Thursday on p. 25 
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The Play Day 7   Brian Senior  
 

Singapore v New Zealand (Open 2.7) 
Round 22  

 

Singapore came into this match fresh from a big 

win over Japan which had enabled New Zealand 

to overtake Japan at the top of the rankings 

despite their own narrow defeat at the hands of 

Malaysia. Though lying only ninth, Singapore 

were in a play-off place as a number of the teams 

above them were not eligible for those matches.  

Board 15

South Deals

N-S Vul

©A Q

¨Q J 9 6 5 2

§A 10

¦A J 7

©9 5 4

¨K 8 7

§Q 7 6 5

¦6 5 2

©K J 8 7 6 2

¨–

§K 9 8 2

¦K 8 3

©10 3

¨A 10 4 3

§J 4 3

¦Q 10 9 4

N

W E

S

West North East South

Brown Ng Whibley Lam

Pass

Pass 1 ̈ 1 © 3 ̈

Pass 4 ̈ Dble All pass  
 

West North East South

Luo Newell Zhang Reid

Pass

Pass 1 ¦ 3 © Dble

Pass 4 ̈ All pass

 
For Singapore, Ng opened a natural 1▼ then went 

on to game facing Lam's jump raise. Four Hearts 

is unbeatable if played by North, as declarer''s 

weak spot, the spade position, is protected from 

the opening lead. That being the case, a save in 4▲ 

is a paying proposition. Whibley could hardly bid 

4▲ on his own, but perhaps partner could bid it 

when it was right to do so if he doubled for take-

out. Alas, Brown was completely balanced and 

one of his two high cards was in the opposition's 

suit. With the overcall then double combination 

rating to be based on substantially more high 

cards than was actually the case, it seemed normal 

to pass the double with the west cards. 

Whibley led the eight of spades into declarer's 

ace-queen. Ng won the queen and ran the queen of 

hearts to the king. Brown returned a club so Ng 

rose with the ace, drew trumps and knocked out 

the ►K for an overtrick; +990. 

In the other room, Newell opened a strong 

club, 16+ in third seat though the term strong is 

used only in its loosest sense when opened in first 

or second where it promises only 14+. Zhang pre-

empted with 3▲. I like this bid when the 

opposition have yet to bid a suit and it would 

often get partner to save in 4▲ over 4▼ when that 

was necessary. On this occasion, Reid had enough 

to make a negative double and Newell had an 

obvious 4▼ bid, but on another day N/S might 

have had a much tougher problem. 

The lead to 4▼ was a club. Due to a technical 

problem, we have no play record, but Newell 

made the expected ten tricks for +620 but 9 IMPs 

to Singapore. 

On our next deal both the New Zealand East 

and South made the same opening bid. 

 

Board 17

North Deals

None Vul

©K 10 6 3

¨10 8 5

§K 7 2

¦A 9 2

©9 7 5

¨K 6 3

§Q J 9

¦K J 8 5

©A J 8

¨Q 7 2

§A 10 8 5 4

¦7 3

©Q 4 2

¨A J 9 4

§6 3

¦Q 10 6 4

N

W E

S

West North East South

Brown Ng Whibley Lam

Pass 1 § Pass

1 NT All pass  
 

West North East South

Luo Newell Zhang Reid

Pass Pass 1 §

Pass 1 © All pass

 
Whibley opened 1◄ on the 11-count in second seat 

and passed Brown's 1NT response. Ng led the 

three of spades to the eight and queen and Lam 

continued with a spade to dummy's jack. Playing 

safe, Brown did not want to risk opening up either 

clubs or hearts so led a low diamond away from 

the ace, the queen losing to the king. The spades 

were cleared and now Brown led a club to his 

king then cashed the diamonds before leading a 
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heart to his king. Lam went in with the ace and the 

defence had two clubs and a spade to take; seven 

tricks for +90. 

In the other room, Zhang passed the 11-count 

and Reid opened 1◄ in third seat then passed 

Newell's 1▲ response. Zhang led the seven of 

clubs to the queen, king and ace and Newell 

returned the ►9, Luo winning the jack and leading 

a spade to the eight and queen. Newell played a 

second spade himself, losing to the jack, and now 

Zhang played the queen of hearts to dummy's ace. 

Newell once again played back the suit led against 

him, playing a heart to his ten when Luo ducked. 

Next came a club towards the ten and Zhang 

ruffed in front of dummy with the ▲A. He now 

failed to appreciate that his partner held the ▼K 

so, instead of leading that suit and getting a 

diamond lead through the king, Zhang tried a low 

diamond, which went round to the jack and king. 

Newell cashed his trumps and claimed seven 

tricks for +80 and 5 IMPs to New Zealand. 

Board 20

West Deals

Both Vul

©A 2

¨A J 10 8 7

§Q 7 4

¦5 4 2

©Q J 10 3

¨Q 6 3

§A K 10 2

¦J 3

©K 8 6 4

¨K 5 4 2

§9 8

¦A 10 8

©9 7 5

¨9

§J 6 5 3

¦K Q 9 7 6

N

W E

S

West North East South

Brown Ng Whibley Lam

1 § 1 ̈ Dble Pass

2 © Pass 3 © Pass

4 © All pass  
 

West North East South

Luo Newell Zhang Reid

1 ¦ 1 ̈ Dble Pass

2 © Pass 3 ¦ Pass

3 § Pass 3 © All pass

 
Luo opened a short club then bid 2▲ opposite the 

negative double. When Zhang made a game try he 

showed his concentration of strength in diamonds 

and that did not excite Zhang who signed off in 

3▲. Newell led the two of clubs, ducked to his 

partner's king with declarer unblocking the jack. 

Reid switched to the nine of hearts to the ten and 

king, and Luo led a spade to the queen and ace. 

Luo finessed on Newell's club return, losing to the 

queen, and back came a diamond. Luo won the ace 

and continued with the king and a third diamond, 

ruffing. A heart went away on the ace of clubs and 

Luo gave up a heart. He could ruff his last diamond 

in dummy and had nine tricks for +140. 

Brown opened 1◄ and he too bid 2▲ opposite 

the negative double. However, when Whibley 

invited game by raising to 3▲, he went on to 4▲. 

Ng too led the two of clubs, ducked to the queen, 

and Lam switched to his heart. Here, however, Ng 

won the ace and switched back to clubs. Brown 

won the ace and led a diamond to the ace then 

played the jack of spades. His subterfuge, playing 

like a man missing the ▲Q, worked up to a point 

in that Ng played low. However, he had to win the 

next spade and now gave his partner a heart ruff 

for the setting trick; ‒100 and 6 IMPs to Singapore. 

Board 21

North Deals

N-S Vul

©A 7 6

¨Q 5

§4 3 2

¦K 9 6 4 2

©Q J 9 5

¨A 9 8 2

§10 7 5

¦A 7

©4 3

¨K J 10 7 4 3

§K J

¦10 5 3

©K 10 8 2

¨6

§A Q 9 8 6

¦Q J 8

N

W E

S

West North East South

Brown Ng Whibley Lam

Pass 2 ̈ Dble

3 ̈ All pass  
 

West North East South

Luo Newell Zhang Reid

Pass 3 ̈ Dble

4 ̈ Dble All pass

 
Ng opened a weak two bid and Lam raised to 3▼ 

over the take-out double. Ng didn't think he had 

enough to make a responsive double so 3▼ ended 

the auction. Lam led the queen of clubs. Whibley 

ducked but Ng overtook with the king to lead a 

diamond through, Lam playing three rounds of the 

suit. Away went a spade from declarer's hand and 

that was +140. 

Ng played the four of diamonds followed by 

the three, if we are to believe BBO, and maybe the 

three followed by the four would have avoided the 

problem.  

Zhang opened a level higher and so Luo's raise 

was also a level higher. This time, Newell did 

think he had enough to double and Reid,, with a 
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minimum double and facing a passed partner, left 

it in as he couldn't see anything making his way. 

Right he was. Reid also led the queen of clubs but 

Zhang won dummy's ace and drew trumps then 

led a spade to the queen and ace. Newell played a 

diamond through, the two, to the jack and queen. 

A spade switch now netted the fifth defensive 

trick for down two; ‒300 and 10 IMPs to New 

Zealand. 

Board 26

East Deals

Both Vul

©A 10 4

¨K Q 8 6 3 2

§9 3

¦9 4

©K 6 3

¨10 9 4

§A 10 7 2

¦Q J 7

©J 9 8 7

¨–

§K Q 8 5 4

¦K 10 8 5

©Q 5 2

¨A J 7 5

§J 6

¦A 6 3 2

N

W E

S

West North East South

Brown Ng Whibley Lam

Pass 1 ¦

Pass 1 § Dble 2 ̈

Pass 4 ̈ All pass  
 

West North East South

Luo Newell Zhang Reid

Pass 1 NT

Pass 2 § Pass 2 ̈

Pass 3 ̈ Pass 4 ̈

All pass

 
Reid opened a weak no trump, completed the 

transfer to hearts then accepted Newell's game 

invitation. He won the trump lead cheaply in hand 

and drew the rest of the missing trumps then 

exited with the three of diamonds, Zhang winning 

the queen and playing the king of clubs. Reid 

ducked and Luo played the queen. Zhang 

continued with a second club but that was not 

good enough. Reid won the ace and ruffed a club 

and, as Zhang had discarded a club on the heart 

plays, that established an extra winner for 

declarer. Reid came to hand with a trump and 

discarded dummy's diamond loser on the club. 

Now he needed to play spades for one loser. Luo 

had thrown a spade to keep three diamonds ‒ 

why? Reid led a low spade to the ten and jack and 

back came the nine of spades. He played low and 

the fall of the king meant he had ten tricks and his 

contract for a rather fine +620. Well done by 

Reid, but what was the defence doing to let this 

game through? 

Lam opened 1► and 'raised' to 2▼ facing the 1◄ 

transfer response. Ng raised to 4▼, completing the 

auction. The play began as in the other room 

except that Whibley returned the eight of spades 

when he won the first diamond. That went to the 

king and ace and now Lam conceded a second 

diamond, Brown winning the ace and returning a 

spade to the nine and queen. There was no way to 

avoid losing one trick in each black suit from here 

so Lam was down one for ‒100 and 12 IMPs to 

New Zealand. 

Board 28

West Deals

N-S Vul

©J 8 7 4

¨A Q

§Q 6 5 2

¦10 3 2

©6 5 3 2

¨K J 9 7 3

§9

¦J 5 4

©–

¨10 6 2

§A K J 10 8 7 3

¦K Q 8

©A K Q 10 9

¨8 5 4

§4

¦A 9 7 6

N

W E

S

West North East South

Brown Ng Whibley Lam

2 ̈ Pass 4 ̈ All pass  
 
West North East South

Luo Newell Zhang Reid

2 ̈ Pass 3 NT All pass

 
Brown traded on the favourable vulnerability to 

open an aggressive weak 2▼ and was raised to 

game, shutting the Singapore N/S pair out 

completely. 

Ng led the five of diamonds, Brown playing 

dummy's ace and continuing with the king of 

clubs. Lam won that and returned a club to 

declarer's jack. Brown ruffed a spade and tried the 

king of diamonds, ruffed and over-ruffed. He 

ruffed a spade, ruffed a diamond, ruffed another 

spade and cashed the queen of clubs. Next came a 

diamond ruff followed by exiting with the last 

spade but that was won on his right and there were 

two hearts to be lost; down one for ‒50. 

Luo also opened 2▼, but he was showing a 

weak hand with both majors. Zhang blasted 3NT 

and played there so once again N/S, cold for 4▲, 

had been shut out of the auction completely. Reid 

cashed five rounds of spades and Newell pitched a 

diamond. Reid switched to a heart and the defence 

took two of those and the ►A for down four and ‒
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200. That was a good result in theory but was 

worth only ‒4 IMPs in practice. 

For the record, only three N/S pairs were 

allowed to play in 4▲ and all made ten tricks. At 

many tables E/W played in some number of 

diamonds. 

New Zealand won the match by 33-18 IMPs, 

14.19-5.81 VPs and continued to head the 

rankings, now from China with Japan in third. 

 

Thailand v India (Open 23)  
 

When they met in Round 23 of the Open, India 

were in mid-table while Thailand were struggling. 

Time was running out for Thailand if they were to 

make it into the play-offs.  

On Board 1, the Thai N/S over-reached to a 

thin and ultimately doomed 5◄, down one for ‒50, 

while India stopped in 2NT, making exactly for 

+120 and 5 IMPs. Board 2 was a flat partscore 

and on Board 3 the two N/Ss tried different 

games, both of which proved to be on a finesse. It 

lost, so flat at down one for ‒50. 

Board 4

West Deals

Both Vul

©K Q 7

¨Q 10 7

§J 7 3

¦K 10 7 6

©9 8 5 2

¨K 6 2

§A 10 8 2

¦A Q

©J 10 6

¨4 3

§Q 9 6 4

¦J 8 4 3

©A 4 3

¨A J 9 8 5

§K 5

¦9 5 2

N

W E

S

West North East South

Sadhu ChantamasDas Koomtako

1 § Pass Pass 1 ̈

Pass 2 § Dble Pass

Pass 2 ̈ Pass 2 NT

Pass 4 ̈ All pass  
 
West North East South

Kumpol Sarkar Sommai Bardhan

1 § Pass Pass 1 ̈

Pass 2 ̈ All pass

Both Souths balanced with 1▼ but the two Norths 

valued their hand differently. Where Sarkar, for 

India, contented himself with a simple raise, 

ending the auction, Chantamas, for Thailand, 

made an unassuming cuebid to show a hand a bit 

better than a simple raise. Koomtako tried for 

game by bidding 2NT, and Chantamas accepted, 

jumping to 4▼. 

Two Hearts was, of course, an easy make, 

Bardhan coming to eight tricks for +110 after a 

spade lead. 

Four Hearts was a little more challenging. 

Sadhu led the five of spades, won in dummy with 

the king, and ran the ten of hearts. This was 

allowed to hold the trick so Koomtako continued 

with the ▼Q. Sadhu won the king and returned a 

spade, won in declarer's hand. Koomtako drew the 

outstanding trump and led a club up, Sadhu 

winning the ace and playing a third spade to 

dummy's queen. Koomtako played king and 

another club and Das won the jack and led a low 

diamond. Koomtako played low so held himself to 

one diamond loser; down one for ‒100 and 5 

IMPs to India. 

Board 5

North Deals

N-S Vul

©4

¨A J 4 3

§A 8 7 6

¦A 8 6 4

©A 8 5

¨K 10 8 6 2

§K 10

¦10 9 2

©Q 9 7 6

¨Q 7 5

§J 9 5 3

¦Q 5

©K J 10 3 2

¨9

§Q 4 2

¦K J 7 3

N

W E

S

West North East South

Sadhu ChantamasDas Koomtako

1 § Pass 1 ©

Pass 2 ¦ Pass 3 ¦

All pass  
 

West North East South

Kumpol Sarkar Sommai Bardhan

1 § Pass 1 ©

2 ̈ Pass Pass Dble

All pass

The Thai N/S had an uncontested auction to 3►. 

Das led the five of hearts to the king and ace and 

Chantamas led a spade to the king and ace then 

discarded a diamond on the spade return. Das won 

the ▲Q and tried a low heart but Chanatamas ran 

that to his jack  and drew trumps in three rounds 

then cashed the spades. He had the rest; 11 tricks 

for +150. 

At the other table, Kumpol made a dangerous 

overcall in an exposed position and based on a 

poor suit. The fact that he could be doubled for 

penalty despite partner having queen to three 
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trumps suggests what might have happened had 

Sommai not held decent heart support. Sarkar left 

in the take-out double and led his spade to the ten 

and ace. Kumpol led the ten of clubs, won by 

Bardhan's jack, and Bardhan returned the nine of 

hearts. Kumpol failed to cover with the ten, which 

might have made life more awkward for Sarkar, 

who was able to duck and let the nine force 

dummy's queen. Kumpol conceded a second club 

to Sarkar's ace, ruffed the club return and played a 

diamond to his ten. Sarkar won the ace and 

returned a diamond gto the king. Kumpol led a 

low heart from his hand and Sarkar won the jack 

and got off play with a club, ruffed. Kumpol now 

played a spade so Bardhan won two of those and 

Sarkar had the ace of hearts to come; down two 

for ‒300 and 4 IMPs to India. 

Board 6

East Deals

E-W Vul

©A J

¨9

§Q 8 3

¦Q 10 9 8 6 5 3

©9 7 6 2

¨K Q 10 5

§K 9 5

¦A K

©Q 10 5

¨A J 8 7

§10 6 2

¦J 7 4

©K 8 4 3

¨6 4 3 2

§A J 7 4

¦2

N

W E

S

West North East South

Sadhu ChantamasDas Koomtako

Pass Pass

1 NT All pass  
 
West North East South

Kumpol Sarkar Sommai Bardhan

Pass Pass

1 NT Dble 2 ¦ Dble

2 ̈ 3 ¦ 3 ̈ All pass

Sadhu opened 1NT and was left to play there. 

Chantamas led the nine of clubs round to declarer's 

ace and Sadhu played a spade to the jack, queen 

and king. Having no club to return, Koomtako 

tried the jack of diamonds. Sadhu won the king 

and cashed all four hearts before leading a low 

spade to North's ace. Chantamas played queen and 

another diamond so Koomtako won and cashed 

the long diamond but Sadhu had the rest for +120. 

Kumpol also opened with 1NT but Sarkar could 

double to show a one-suiter and Sommai bid 2►, 

Stayman. Bardhan doubled to show values and 

that enabled Sarkar to compete to 3► over 

Kumpol's 2▼. Sommai took the push to 3▼ and 

that ended the auction. Sarkar led the ten of clubs, 

Kumpol winning the ace and playing queen of 

hearts, a heart to the ace and a low club. Bardhan 

discarded a diamond on this trick so Kumpol won 

the king and led a spade to the jack, queen and 

king. He played low on Bardhan's low diamond 

lead so Sarkar won the queen and played the 

queen of clubs, Kumpol ruffing as Bardhan 

discarded a spade. Another spade was won by 

North's ace and Sarkar played a fourth club, ruffed 

in hand as Bardhan discarded his last spade. 

Kumpol led a spade to dummy but Bardhan ruffed 

and could cash the ace of diamonds for down one 

and ‒100; 6 IMPs to India. 

Board 7

South Deals

Both Vul

©7 3

¨K Q 9 7 5

§7 3

¦Q J 9 4

©Q 10 6 5 2

¨4

§A Q 9 8 6 2

¦2

©K 8

¨J 10 8 6 2

§10 5

¦K 10 5 3

©A J 9 4

¨A 3

§K J 4

¦A 8 7 6

N

W E

S

West North East South

Sadhu ChantamasDas Koomtako

1 NT

2 § 3 ̈ Pass 3 NT

All pass  
 

West North East South

Kumpol Sarkar Sommai Bardhan

1 NT

2 © 3 § Pass 3 NT

Pass Pass Dble 4 ̈

Pass Pass Dble All pass

 
Sadhu overcalled 2◄, spades and a minor, and 

Chantamas jumped in hearts, forcing, so Koomtako 

bid 3NT and played there. Sadhu led his unknown 

suit, the eight of diamonds, to the ten and jack, 

and Koomtako tested the hearts, playing ace and 

another to the king. Sadhu's spade discard was bad 

news, if not unexpected. Koomtako led the queen 

of clubs next, running it when Das played low, 

then cashed the queen of hearts before reverting to 

clubs, leading the jack in hope of pinning a 

doubleton ten. There was no luck there so declarer 

exited with the king of diamonds, hoping that 

Sadhu would hold both spade honours so would 

be endplayed to give an eighth trick at the end. It 

was not to be. Sadhu cashed the diamonds then 
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played a spade to the king and ace and the 

contract was down two for ‒200. 

Kumpol overcalled 2▲, spades and a minor, and 

Sarkar bid 3◄ to show hearts, Bardhan bidding 

3NT. When that came around to Sommai he 

doubled for a spade lead, knowing that he had 

dummy's long suit stopped. Bardhan misjudged 

now. Not that he was about to make 3NT doubled, 

but why run to your doubleton support when 

holding such a good spade holding? It should not 

have been a surprise that Sommai had the hearts 

and doubled again. Kumpol led a spade to the 

king and ace and Bardhan cashed two rounds of 

hearts then led a spade to the nine and ten. 

Kumpol got out with his club to the queen, king 

and ace, and Bardhan led a club back to the jack 

then a third round. Sommai won that and led the 

ten of diamonds through to the jack and queen. 

Kumpol played two more rounds of diamonds for 

a ruff and Sommai still had a second trump to 

come for down three; ‒800 and 12 IMPs to 

Thailand. 

Board 10

East Deals

Both Vul

©–

¨J 7 5 3

§Q 10 8 7 3

¦K Q 6 2

©K 6 3

¨K 10 4 2

§6 4

¦A J 10 9

©A Q J 9 7 4 2

¨Q 9 6

§9 5

¦5

©10 8 5

¨A 8

§A K J 2

¦8 7 4 3

N

W E

S

West North East South

Sadhu ChantamasDas Koomtako

3 © All pass  
 

West North East South

Kumpol Sarkar Sommai Bardhan

3 © Pass

4 © All pass

 
Both Easts opened 3▲. Sadhu passed while Kumpol 

raised to game. 

Koomtako cashed a top diamond then switched 

to a club, Das winning the ace and playing the 

nine of clubs to the king and ruff with the jack. He 

played three rounds of trumps ending in dummy 

then ruffed out the queen of clubs and led a heart 

towards the king. Koomtako rose with the ace so 

there was no guess for the jack of hearts; ten tricks 

for +170. 

Badhan cashed both diamonds before switching 

to a club. Play followed exactly the same line up 

to the point where, having established the club 

winner in dummy, Sommai led the ▼Q rather than 

a low heart. It made no difference, of course, but 

Bardhan's ▼A was the last trick for the defence; 

+620 and 10 IMPs to Thailand. 

Board 12 saw Thailand pick up 5 IMPs when 

Kumpol/Sommai stopped in 1NT, making plus 

one for +120, while the Indian E/W were down 

one in game with their 15 opposite 9 HCP. Then 

India picked up 10 IMPs on Board 13 when 

Bardhan made 4▲ which was on a winning finesse 

through the opening bidder while Thailand 

stopped in 2▼, also making ten tricks with 14 

opposite 10 and both hands 4-4-2-3. On the final 

deal the Thai E/W pair doubled 3NT then found 

that they could not defeat it. The contract made 

with an overtrick for +650 while Thailand scored 

+400 in 5► in the other room. Those 6 IMPs were 

just enough to give the match to India by 33-29 

IMPs; 11,28-8.72 VPs. 

 
 

 
 

Lynryung Hwang and Myunghee Park  

Korean Ladies team 

 

 
 

Jodi Tutty with a big smile: the Australian Ladies 

team is second going into the last day. 
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China v Indonesia (Open 24)  
 

Two heavyweights of APBF bridge met in Sunday 

morning's match. China qualifies automatically as 

hosts for next year's world championships, while 

Indonesia, lying fifth overnight, would surely also 

be expected to take one of the qualifying places.  

After a quiet start, the first significant swing 

came on this deal. 

Board 18

East Deals

N-S Vul

©Q 6 5

¨Q 6 2

§A Q J 10 5

¦Q 3

©A 10 4 2

¨10 7 4

§7 2

¦10 8 7 6

©K 9 8 7

¨A K 9 8

§9 3

¦K 9 4

©J 3

¨J 5 3

§K 8 6 4

¦A J 5 2

N

W E

S

West North East South

Dai Sacul Yang Karwur

1 NT Pass

2 ̈ Pass 2 © All pass  
 

West North East South

Tobing Li Asbi Zhang

1 NT Pass

Pass Dble Pass Pass

2 ¦ Dble All pass

 
It's rare to find both teams employing the weak no 

trump. For China, Dai transferred on the West 

cards, wanting to get out of 1NT with his weak 

hand before a possible double came. That worked 

well when he found Yang with four-card spade 

support. Many would have broken the transfer 

with the East hand, so Yang did well to bid a 

simple 2▲. 

Karwur led a heart to the queen and ace. Yang 

played king of spades, a spade to the jack and ace, 

then ran the ten of hearts. Karwur won the jack 

and led a diamond so Sacul won that with the ace, 

cashed the queen of spades and played queen and 

a third diamond. Yang ruffed in dummy while 

pitching a club from hand but still had to lose two 

clubs so was down one for ‒50. 

For Indonesia, Tobing did not run immediately 

from 1NT but did so when Li doubled and played 

in 2► doubled. Li led the two of hearts, Tobing 

winning the ace and giving up a diamond. Li won 

that and led a second heart to dummy's king and 

Tobing played a second diamond. Again Li won. 

He misread the position totally, playing a third 

diamond, so Tobing ruffed in dummy, discarding 

his heart loser, cashed the top spades then ruffed a 

heart before exiting with a spade. Li won the 

spade and returned his low club and, given the 

auction, it seems normal to put up the king. 

However, that lost to the ace and a club was 

returned to the queen. Left with nothing but 

diamonds, Li had to lead that suit so Tobing made 

his ten of clubs but that was for down one and ‒

100; 2 IMPs to China. 

Board 19

South Deals

E-W Vul

©2

¨8 7 6 5

§A Q 5 4

¦A J 9 6

©A J 10 6 3

¨A K 9 4 3 2

§10

¦K

©Q 9 5

¨10

§J 7 6

¦Q 10 8 7 5 4

©K 8 7 4

¨Q J

§K 9 8 3 2

¦3 2

N

W E

S

West North East South

Dai Sacul Yang Karwur

Pass

1 © Dble 2 © 3 §

3 ̈ Pass 3 © Pass

4 ̈ Pass 4 © Pass

Pass 5 § Dble All pass  
 

West North East South

Tobing Li Asbi Zhang

Pass

1 © Dble 2 © 3 §

3 ̈ 5 § All pass

Both Wests chose to open 1▲ to show both suits 

without overstating the strength of their hand and 

their partners made a simple raise over the take-

out double. Now South had enough to compete 

with 3◄ and West showed the second suit ‒ 

though of course this could have been just a game 

try and need not have been a genuine two-suiter. 

Sitting North for China, Li now jumped to 5◄ 

as an advance sacrifice, expecting that his 

opponents were about to bid a making game, and 

5◄ ended the auction. Tobing cashed the top 

hearts then switched to the king of clubs. Zhang 

won the ace and and played a heart, discarding his 

remaining club. Tobing won and returned a heart, 

ruffed and over-ruffed, and Zhang led a diamond 

to the ace then a spade to the king and ace. He 
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could crossruff from here so was down two for ‒

100. 

Sacul passed over 3▼ and saw Yang sign-off in 

3▲ but Dai go on to 4▼, confirming a real two-

suiter. When Yang converted to 4▲ and that came 

back to him, Sacul now took the save in 5◄ but 

this time the auction attracted a double from 

Yang, who did not want to pass and see his 

partner bid on to the five level.  

Dai played ace, king and a low heart, the third 

round being ruffed and over-ruffed. Karwur led a 

diamond to the ace then cashed the ace of clubs 

and played the ▼8, pitching the club loser. Dai 

won but was endplayed and cashed the ▲A, after 

which Karwur had no difficulty in making the rest 

for down two and ‒300; 5 IMPs to China. 

For the record, 4▲ can be made, so the save 

was a winning decision. 

Board 21

North Deals

N-S Vul

©A 8 7

¨K

§A K Q 10 9

¦10 7 6 3

©Q 10 6 5

¨Q

§J 8 7

¦A K J 9 5

©K 9 2

¨A 10 6 5 3 2

§5 4 2

¦8

©J 4 3

¨J 9 8 7 4

§6 3

¦Q 4 2

N

W E

S

West North East South

Dai Sacul Yang Karwur

1 § 2 ̈ Pass

Pass Dble All pass  
 

West North East South

Tobing Li Asbi Zhang

1 ¦ 2 ̈ Pass

Pass Dble All pass

 
Sacul opened 1◄, Li a strong club, and both Easts 

made a weak jump overcall. When that came back 

to North he doubled, and both Souths left it in in 

search of a penalty. 

Karwur led a diamond, of course, so Sacul won 

three of those, Karwur discarding a spade, then 

switched to ace and another spade. Yang won that 

with dummy's queen and played three rounds of 

clubs, ruffing. He exited with a low heart to the 

queen and king and had an endplay to ensure two 

tricks in the ending; down two for ‒300. 

Zhang too led a diamond but he threw a club 

on the third round. Li switched to his heart to 

declarer's ace and Asbi cashed the top clubs then 

played a spade, Li rising with the ace and 

returning a diamond. That was ruffed and over-

ruffed and Zhang exited with a spade, won 

declarer's heart play and again exited with a spade 

so that declarer had to lead away from the ▼10 at 

trick 12. The timing was different from the other 

table as here it was declarer who was endplayed, 

at the previous table, the defence. The contract 

was down three for ‒500 and 5 IMPs to China. 

On Board 22 Yang got home in 1NT while 

Asbi did not for another 5 IMPs to China. Then 

came a big swing, but to which team? 

Board 23

South Deals

Both Vul

©A Q J 10 7

¨8

§J 8

¦J 9 5 3 2

©9 3 2

¨A K J 9 7 5 4 3

§9 3

¦–

©6 5

¨Q

§A K 7 4

¦A K Q 7 6 4

©K 8 4

¨10 6 2

§Q 10 6 5 2

¦10 8

N

W E

S

West North East South

Dai Sacul Yang Karwur

Pass

4 ̈ Pass 4 NT Pass

5 © Pass 6 ̈ All pass  
 

West North East South

Tobing Li Asbi Zhang

Pass

4 ̈ All pass

 
Both Wests opened 4▼. Asbi passed with the East 

cards while Yang asked for key cards and, holding 

an eighth trump, Dai said that he had two plus the 

queen. Yang, of course, signed off in 6▼. 

It was all about the opening lead. As is usually 

correct after an auction of this type, Sacul cashed 

the ace of spades and, when Karwur encouraged, 

continued with a second spade. The slam was 

down immediately for ‒100 and 13 IMPs to 

Indonesia. Li also led spades to hold 4▼ to 11 

tricks in the other room. 
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Board 24

West Deals

None Vul

©6 4

¨A 9 2

§A K Q J 9 8 7

¦7

©3 2

¨J 8 6 4 3

§5 2

¦A K 9 2

©A Q J 7

¨Q 10 7

§–

¦J 10 8 5 4 3

©K 10 9 8 5

¨K 5

§10 6 4 3

¦Q 6

N

W E

S

West North East South

Dai Sacul Yang Karwur

Pass 3 NT 4 ¦ Pass

4 ̈ Pass 5 ¦ Pass

5 ̈ All pass  
 

West North East South

Tobing Li Asbi Zhang

Pass 1 § 1 © Pass

1 NT 3 § Pass 3 NT

All pass

 
The Chinese N/S pair bid to the wrong game on 

this final deal ‒ 5◄ is cold as the cards lie ‒ and 

looked as though they would be punished when 

Tobing cashed the ace of clubs against 3NT. Asbi 

played his lowest card, reverse count and attitude 

‒ and Tobing continued with a low club to 

declarer's now bare queen. Instead of losing the 

first seven tricks, Zhang had an overtrick for 

+630. 

Sacul opened a stronger than normal gambling 

3NT and Yang overcalled 4►, alerted as majors 

and, if so, an interesting choice. Dai gave preference 

with 4▼ and now Yang attempted to show that he 

really had clubs all along. Of course, that looked 

like a slam try for hearts to Dai, who went back to 

5▼ and was left to play there. Dai ruffed the 

diamond lead and led a club to hand then ruffed 

his other diamond before playing dummy's last 

trump. Karwur played low and so did Sacul, and 

that combination seemed to have cost the third 

trump trick which had been set up by the two 

diamond ruffs. Dai led a club to hand and Sacul 

ruffed and led a spade. The finesse lost and back 

came a spade. With no entry to hand, Dai had to 

win that in dummy and play a third round and 

now Sacul could ruff with the ace and the defence 

had its three trump tricks after all; down two for ‒

100 but 11 IMPs to China, who had won the 

match by 29-17 IMPs, 13.48-6.52 VPs. 

China were now just 0.31 VP behind New 

Zealand, with Japan only 4.63 VPs behind them in 

third place and Chinese Taipei also only 10.12 

Behind the leaders. This was boiling up into a 

great finish with six rounds to play. 

 

 

 

Economical Auction  
 

We were told about an unusual auction from the 

Chinese Taipei v Australia Ladies match in Round 

2.7. 

Board 24

West Deals

None Vul

©K 5 4

¨K 9 7 5 3

§6

¦A J 8 3

©A Q J 3

¨A 2

§A J 9 8 7 5 4

¦–

©10 7

¨Q 10 8 6 4

§2

¦9 7 6 5 2

©9 8 6 2

¨J

§K Q 10 3

¦K Q 10 4

N

W E

S

West North East South

Wang Bourke Tsai Lusk

1 § 1 ̈ Pass 2 NT

3 § Pass Pass Dble

Pass 3 ¦ Pass Pass

3 § Pass Pass Dble

All pass  
 

In the other room this deal was not at all exciting, 

with the Australian E/W pair playing in 2◄ and 

making with an overtrick for +110. 

Here, however, Bourke overcalled 1▼ as North 

and Lusk made an extremely aggressive jump to 

2NT in response. Wang competed with 3◄ despite 

the warning of diamonds and strength on her 

right, and when that came round to Lusk she 

doubled, obviously intended as for penalties. Now 

things started to become a little odd. Bourke did 

not take the double as penalty so bid her clubs, but 

with an insufficient bid of 3►. When that came 

back to Wang she bid 3◄ for a second time and 

Lusk doubled, also for a second time. This time 

Bourke got the message and passed ‒ after all, she 

had already bid both her suits so what else was 

she supposed to do? 

A nice economical auction to 3◄ doubled. Now, 

what about the play? Bourke led a low heart and 

the bidding made it easy for Wang to get that right 
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by calling for dummy's queen. She led the ten of 

spades and ran it, losing to the king, and Bourke 

would have done best to give her partner a heart 

ruff, though that would only have held the contract 

to nine tricks. Instead, she led her singleton trump 

to prevent a possible spade ruff in the dummy, and 

the queen lost to the ace. There were just two 

trumps to be lost now so Wang made an overtrick 

for +570 and 10 IMPs to Chinese Taipei. 

 

 

 

APBF Qualification 2017  
 

These championships in Seoul will decide the APBF champions in the various categories but also the APBF 

qualifiers for the coming World Championships. The APBF champions and other medallists  are decided at 

the end of the round robin play on Monday. 

Qualification for the World Championships continues on Tuesday and Wednesday. In the case of the 

Open, Women and Seniors, the World Championships will be held in Lyon, France, in mid-August this year.  

The APBF has three places in each series in Lyon. The winners of the APBF Championships take the first 

qualifying spot. The second qualifying team is the winner of a play-off between second and third in the 

round robin, played on Tuesday. Meanwhile, fourth and fifth also have a play-off match. The losers go out, 

while the winners meet the losers of second versus third on Wednesday, with the winners of that match 

taking the final qualifying place.  

Qualification through these championships is limited to the APBF nations. The South Pacific nations 

have their own separate qualification procedure and cannot take part in the play-off phase of the 

championships. 

The Youth events are more straightforward, with the top four APBF teams qualifying for next year's 

World Youth Championships. As those championships are to be held in China that nation will qualify 

automatically, so the fifth-placed team will also qualify if China finishes in the top four. Again, the South 

Pacific nations cannot qualify through these championships. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Directors: ready and waiting! 
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You are never too young to learn bridge•or  too old.  
 

Ace cub reporter Barbara Travis has very kindly been taking pictures for me. Today she spotted the youngest 

player in the tournament. 

 

 

 
 

 

Peerawut Wejjanchai, aged 11 on 20 April 2017: Thai Junior team 

 

Thailand has teams in every category this year, including a Youngester team, but nonetheless, Perrawut 

qualified for the Junior team. He only arrived yesterday because his mother, who has accompanied him here, 

insisted on his not missing school to be here (very sensible!) Peerawut has exactly the right number of 

siblings for a bridge game, the other being nine, seven and five years old. We are told that the five year old is 

very happy to be dummy.  

 

Meanwhile, many years away•. 

 

 
 

 

Mr HongSup Hahn has been working incredibly hard for six months to bring this event together. Next to him 

(left) is Mrs Hahn. She is pictured here with a group of friends from school days and together they have 

decided to learn bridge. It‘s the perfect number for a team for a forthcoming APBF championship and why 

not make that your goal ladies? And surely Mr Hahn will be a great NPC for you J  
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Nail-biting auction going on there. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

That arm on the left ‒ a director call? Or just getting a bit of exercise? 
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